Waikato Times, 9 January 1940
ARRIVAL OF THE RANGIRIRI
In this, the 100th anniversary year of the colonisation of New Zealand, it is more than cheerful to record that many of the
comparatively early settlers are still in the land of the living, in full possession of their faculties, and thus permitted to avail
themselves of the wide range of amenities which march hand-in-hand with an ever-increasing, intelligent, and progressive
population. In this connection, attention is drawn to the possibly little-known fact that one of Hamilton's very earliest
settlers, Mrs S. A. Bryant, who claims to be the oldest living representative of the first batch of pioneers, is today, at the age
of 84 years, hale, hearty and mentally competent to calmly look back and review the wonderful transformation from dense
bush to busy city, which has placed Hamilton second only to Palmerston North as the leading North Island inland centre,
from both commercial and residential viewpoints.
Mrs Bryant, who resides at No. 5, Avon Street, Frankton Junction, has furnished a representative of the Waikato Times with
the following details of her long residence in Hamilton, which, with due regard to the quality of originality, are here
reproduced in her own words.
For the benefit of those who have recently taken up residence in Hamilton and are not yet conversant with points of
interest, it may not be out of place to here mention that two vital features connected with the earliest settlement of
Hamilton are embodied in the attractions of Memorial Park, on the eastern side of the Waikato River. The more important
of these historical features is a marble tablet commemorating the landing of the Pioneer Fourth Waikato Regiment in
August 1864. This enduring reminder, located in a sheltered hollow, has a pleasing setting of artistic creeper-covered
brickwork, flights of stairways giving access from three separate directions to a welcome seat beneath the tablet. A flanking
of nikau, variegated flax, cabbage trees, aloes and rhododendron bushes imparts a semi-tropical aspect and combines to
create a beauty spot which reflects no small credit on the designers. The other interesting link with the past centres in the
mouldering remnant of the iron hull of the old sternwheel paddle-steamer Rangiriri, in which the subject of this narrative,
with other early settlers, made the trip up the Waikato River. Whether it was by design or a chance dispensation of fate that
the "bones" of the ancient river tramp should be laid to rest in the shallows of the waterway on which she plied for many
years, and within sight of her usual destination, it seems appropriate that her remains should be intimately associated with
the landing place of her first complement of passengers to Hamilton, for only a couple of hundred yards intervene between
the old hull and the marble tablet.
An attempt was made some years ago to raise the hull to a high and dry position, but removal of the silt in which it was
embedded disclosed the lamentable fact that the hitherto covered portion was so corroded that further work on the
project was considered useless and the job was abandoned. It may, however, be not yet too late for civic pride to assert
itself and rescue what remains of one of the most tangible relics in the early history of Hamilton. Although New Zealand is
already rich in mementos of the past, there have been many instances of the gradual demolition of priceless memorials of
early settlement, often through sheer apathy on the part of local authorities. Realisation of this regrettable circumstance is
brought home to us as we recall countless instances of the almost wanton obliteration of redoubts, blockhouses and
terraced, rifle-pitted Maori fortresses throughout Waikato and Taranaki areas.
"A wilderness of bush, fern and manuka—a wild and desolate prospect; and now, 75 years later, a large and prosperous
city, the busy centre of a wide and fertile district. A flight of remembrance carries me back over the long span of years, and
today, as one of Hamilton's oldest pioneers, I can recount the experiences of years beyond the ken of most of this
generation—a story of men and women in a new land, fighting to carve homes out of the wilderness. "The eldest daughter
of the late Mr and Mrs Benjamin Young, I was born in London 84 years ago, and as a child of two-and-a-half years left
England with my parents in a sailing ship bound for Melbourne, safely arriving there after a long and stormy passage. My
family remained in Melbourne for about four years before deciding to emigrate to New Zealand by the sailing ship,
swiftsure. Another ship, the Thomas Fletcher, had left Melbourne six weeks earlier but ran into bad weather and was
fortunate to escape shipwreck. We reached New Zealand before she did.
"In those days, Onehunga was the first port of call for Australian vessels, and it was there that the immigrants landed in a
further stage of the journey to their new homes. The colonists were in charge of Captain Steele, a well-known figure in the
early days of Waikato. The Maoris at that time were restless - and we were established in barracks for many months before
setting out for the various settlements.
"Later, our family left for the Waikato in the Rangiriri, one of two small steamers commissioned to transport prospective
settlers, who, in small batches, left the comparative safety of Onehunga to brave the unknown. As we steamed up the river,
we got our first sight of the Maoris, who ran naked along the banks, pelting us with beautiful ripe peaches, which we
enjoyed. When we arrived at our destination, I was nine years old. My father was a member of one of the first detachments
of the Fourth Waikato Regiment to reach the site of Hamilton and, like his fellow soldier settlers, was not daunted by the
dense bush and scrub which everywhere abounded. "The campsite was on the church hill, near the present traffic bridge,
and was later removed to provide spoil for the bridge approach. Our first duty was to erect tents for temporary homes,
pending the arrival of timber, which was hauled from Te Awamutu by bullock drays. An iron shed, built by the Government,
was used as a ration depot. Each soldier received a grant of one town acre and 50 acres of rural land. Our house was of
two rooms in which the only flooring was of clay, and the bed frames of manuka were furnished with raupo mattresses. It
was not long before a brick kiln was turning out chimney material. "While we were still occupying tents, the Maoris were a
bit troublesome, and I well remember the military pacing up and down to keep them from setting fire to our tents. Now
and then could be heard their 'All's well!' "

Waikato Times, 6 March 2010
ALL HANDS ON DECK: GUNBOAT RESTORED
Years of persistence will have paid off for a Hamilton councillor when the historic
remains of the paddle steamer Rangiriri open to the public tomorrow. The gunboat,
which was lifted from the Waikato River and preserved during the past year, has been
the pet project of Peter Bos, who has pushed for the restoration. ‘‘It’s pleasing to see the
project now complete and this historically significant vessel now preserved for years to
come,’’ Mr Bos said.
The boat is now sheltered by a canopy and lighting at its new site on Memorial Park,
near the old Waipa Delta base. Copper designs based on early photographs and
interpretive panels tell the story of the vessel. The PS Rangiriri was commissioned by the
New Zealand colonial government for use on the Waikato River during the Land Wars.
But it arrived too late to be involved in the conflict and was used for transporting
supplies.
In 1864 it brought Hamilton’s earliest Pakeha settlers to the city, including Lieutenant
Steele, after whom Steele Park in Hamilton East is named. On that day Ngati Wairere
Maori lined the banks and threw peaches at the boat as it arrived, something tribal
member Wiremu Puke jokes he could happily recreate at tomorrow’s opening day and
civic ceremony. The Nga Mana Toopu O Kirikiriroa spokesman, whose late father Hare
Puke also supported the restoration, stressed the boat was never used in war.
‘‘We felt it was important to preserve the Rangiriri because it’s important to the city’s
history. It’s important for the city not to forget its early origins regardless of what
happened.’’
Since the vessel ran aground in 1889 it has suffered damage from river silt and erosion.
It was retrieved from the river floor in 1981 and left on the river’s edge but the
degradation has continued and preservation has been hampered by regular flooding.
Waikato Museum encouraged Hamilton City Council to take further action more than six
years ago. The council has spent almost $243,000 on resiting the vessel further up the
riverbank, desilting, water blasting and repainting its hull, and building a retaining wall
and supports.
The project was boosted by a New Zealand Lottery Grants Board grant of $181,000 last
year. Mr Bos said with the support of other organisations such as Mighty River Power
and Environment Waikato, it was eventually all hands on deck. ‘‘Everyone thought at the
beginning it was never going to happen and then when it did everyone jumped to the
paddles.’’
A civic ceremony to mark the official opening will begin at Memorial Park tomorrow at
10am.

New Zealand Herald, 4 May 2003
FUN OF THE FAIR ON VILLAGE GREEN
It was a far cry from the quiet village green of old, as descendants of Hamilton's earliest settlers celebrated the city's
125th birthday yesterday. An "olde world" market day at Steele Park marked not only the anniversary but also
acknowledged the early families who settled in Hamilton all those years ago.
The market stalls, vintage cars, clydesdale horses, penny farthings and maypole dancers attracted thousands of
people, many of them dressed in vintage clothing. But for hundreds of them the day was more than just a shopping
excursion - it was a chance to acknowledge their ancestors, who planted 50 oak trees around what was then known
as the village green.
Great and great-great-grandchildren of Hamilton's early settlers gathered around the now giant oak trees where
their forefathers stood in the late 1800s. For many, the event reinforced the importance of heritage and family.
"It's very important. This is part of our roots," says Anne Lalich, whose great-grandfather, Daniel Hyde, planted one
of the trees. "It's just great knowing that they walked on this ground." Ms Lalich was joined by many members of her
extended family, including two Hyde descendants who travelled from Australia and America for the celebrations.
Other people came from all around the country to join in. The Settlers' Day organiser, city councillor Mavora
Hamilton, said she was delighted at the number of descendants who attended the event.
"We thought we might get 100 to 150 people but somewhere between 500 and 600 have turned up," she said. "It's
just been overwhelming. "There's a huge pride in our history and origins."
Hamilton Mayor David Braithwaite marked the occasion by planting another oak tree and posing for a photo with
the settlers' descendants.
Waikato Times, 26 October 2017
RED RIBBONS FOR FALLEN KINGITANGA SOLDIERS
Century-old oak trees line the edge of Hamilton’s Steele Park. They were planted for militia veterans who fought in
the Waikato Wars in the 1860s. Their names have been emblazoned on a plaque, titled the Settlers Stone. But come
Saturday, it will be the names of fallen Kiingitanga fighters that will be commemorated.
And rightly so, says Hamilton man Bruce MacKay.
On July 12, 1863, under orders from Governor George Grey, British troops marched south from Pokeno and crossed
the stream, known as the ‘‘aukati’’, which had been established by the second Maaori King Taawhiao as the line that
should not be crossed. The Waikato War pitted tribe against the armed constabulary and tribe against tribe, as some
haapu pledged allegiance to the British. Waikato Maaori were left deprived of their lands, with the conflicts
described as the formatting of the country’s nationhood.
MacKay and others will tie red ribbons around the memorial oaks, printed with the names of the killed Kiingitanga
fighters. ‘‘The first idea was to create sleeves for street names around Hamilton, but that was going to take a lot of
work and I would have run out of time,’’ MacKay said. ‘‘This park was the first park created by Paakehaa for their use
and every oak tree here was named for a militia person.’’
MacKay worked for the Hamilton City Council’s parks department in 1989. It was there that he was made aware of
the history of the trees, and partly, from reading Vincent O’Malley’s The Great War for New Zealand. ‘‘My second
great-grandfather was subject to the Scottish clearances in the north of Scotland … acknowledging my feelings in
light of the injustices that happened there, resonates with me with what has happened in the Waikato more
recently,’’ MacKay said. ‘‘There’s not even a park name for any of the Waikato wars or a statue of any major figures,
yet here we are putting up another statue of a horse for WWI.’’
The commemoration will be held at the pavilion at Steele Park (Te Nihinihi), Hamilton East, at 10am on Saturday.
All are welcome.
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Taawhiao' s Visit to Waikato
RECEPTION AT HAMILTON.
Taawhiao and his followers arrived from Tamehere on Tuesday morning at the Hamilton borough boundary about 11
o'clock. Owing to the thick fog, the near approach of the party was not observed, and the preparations for the
procession had therefore to be hastily made. The Hamilton Band, under Bandmaster Hadfield, were early at the
appointed spot and met the natives at the top of Seddons' Hill when they wheeled about and took their place at the
head of the column. The members of the band were in uniform and, with their drum-major in front, presented a
somewhat imposing appearance. The order of the procession formed at the foot of the hill was as follows the Mayor and
Councilor Vialou, the Borough Councillors; Members of the Reception Committee, all in carriages; townspeople and
settlers in carnages and on horseback; the women of the King's party in a waggonette; buggy containing and 'Mr Grace;
buggy containing Majors Mair and Jackson; the Hamilton Band; the natives to the number of about 500, mostly armed,
marching three abreast. The duties of Marshall were performed by Lieutenant Johnson, H C. V., and the utmost good
order prevailed.
The entry into the town was witnessed by a large number of people on foot, and the balconies and windows of the
hotels were also crowded with spectators. Opposite the Waikato Hotel, the children of the East and West schools joined
the concert, taking up their places in front of the band. The whole then marched across the bridge, the school children
singing "My own New Zealand Home." Opposite the Hotel, the children lined the streets on either side, giving three
cheers for Taawhiao as the natives passed. Bunting was flying in various parts of the town, but this was the only attempt
at decoration.
On arriving at the Council Chambers, the natives having joined in prior, the Mayor came forward und road the following
address :
"To Taawhiao:— Greetings. — "We, the Mayor and Councillors of the Borough of Hamilton, desire on behalf of the
citizens of Hamilton and settlers of the surrounding district, to express our satisfaction at receiving you amongst us. We
sincerely trust that the happy relations that now exist between your people and ours may long continue."
Taawhiao, in acknowledging the address, said: 'It is good! It is good! It is good! Salutations to you the chiefs who lay down
the laws for their people, your tribes, who are here. Salutations to you. I did it myself. I, this man, did it. Heaven which is
above and earth below, you who are surrounding me are witnesses. We, the chiefs of the Hauhau, who are travelling
here now are travelling on foot; we come for the purpose of seeing you; let all be plain-spoken. Don't be insidious in
what you say, nor turn aside, but look me straight in the face. It was my own doing; that is why I am here. I came to see
this country of Hamilton. The chiefs are here, and the Councillors are here. Greetings to you! Greetings to you! It is good.
I am pleased.'
Three cheers were then given for Taawhiao. The Mayor requested all present to fill their glasses, after which he
proposed the health of Taawhiao and chiefs then present. In doing so he hoped Taawhiao might live long to witness the
effect of the happy relationships then called into existence. The toast was heartily responded to. Amongst those present
in the Council Chambers were Major Mair, Major Jackson, Captain Steele, Messrs Hume, Gwynne, Smith, Cumming,
O'Neill, Hay and the Rev Mr Griffiin.
The Banquet. The banquet given by the inhabitants of Hamilton to Taawhiao and chiefs came off at the Hamilton Hall,
adjoining the Waikato Hotel, in the evening. The spread was provided by Mr Gaudin, and its quality reflected the highest
credit upon the catering capabilities of the host and hostess." The viands were not only plentiful, but were of the
choicest quality, and. what is of more importance were cooked to perfection.
Menu:
Oxtail Soup, Julienne Soup.
Boiled Schnapper, Oyster Sauce Fricassed Chicken, Stewed Kidney and Pheasant Pie, Jugged hare, Roast Beef, Roast
Turkey, Suckling Pig with applesauce jelly, Boiled Turkey in Oyster Sauce, Tongue Ham, Roast Saddle of Mutton, Roast
Duck.
Plum pudding, Gooseberry pie, Currant and raspberry pie, Blancmange custard, Punch jelly, Meringues, Gateau di citron,
Jam tarts
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NEW CITY EVENTS CENTRE DELIVERS THE WOW FACTOR
The opening of Hamilton’s new events centre attracted a crowd big enough to fill its seats
nearly twice over. And they liked what they saw.
Almost 12,000 people attended the Claudelands Events Centre open day on Saturday to
have a look at the shining new $68 million facility’s 6000-seat arena, conference centre and
exhibition spaces.
Mayor Julie Hardaker, who officially opened the venue, had worried that the rain would
keep people away but was pleased with the turnout and the positive response from the
public. ‘‘Everyone that I have spoken to has been absolutely thrilled with it. They love the
way it looks, they love the facilities. In fact, a couple of people have said that this is the sort
of facility that’s really going to put Hamilton on the map.’’
Hamilton City Council event facilities manager Mark Christie said there was a constant flow
of people all day to view areas which would normally be off-limits, such as the dressing
rooms and green rooms. ‘‘Those who came were wowed, particularly in the arena. I don’t
think people had realised it was so big. I think people were impressed with how big it is,
how wide it is and the quality of the arena. I think people were really surprised.’’
The day started at dawn with a powhiri, and a time capsule was filled with items that will
give Hamiltonians of the future a snapshot into life of present-day Hamilton. The items
included a Maori pumice carving, the agenda from the most recent council meeting, a
letter from the mayor, a vial of water from the Waikato River, the top 10 music hits of the
day and a scroll signed by those who attended the open day. Ninety-year-old Hamilton
resident Keith Aikin was one of the lucky onlookers picked to place objects into the
capsule. He said he was pleased to be part of the occasion and to witness history.
‘‘The previous generations have paid for what we’ve got today and the present generation
is to pay for what they’ve got in the future,’’ he said. Claudelands’ first big test will be the
900-delegate New Zealand Veterinary Association conference which opens tomorrow.
‘‘Everyone that I have spoken to has been absolutely thrilled with it. They love the way it
looks, they love the facilities.’’
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BREATHLESS MOVING MORNING
Forty-six men were needed to carry a pou from Thames St to the Miropiko
Reserve in Hamilton early on Saturday morning. The carving depicts the history
of ancestors who lived at the site during the 1800s. Left: The pou is blessed and
touched before being erected at the reserve.
Members of a local hapu stood breathless early on Saturday morning as a pou
depicting their ancestors’ history was unveiled at its Hamilton pa site.
Ngati Wairere descendants and members of the Hukanui Rugby League Club
carried the 11.5m pou (carved pole) from Thames St in Claudelands, across
River Rd, to the pa site at Miropiko Reserve.
Nga Mana Toopu o Kirikiriroa consultant and Ngati Wairere descendant
Wiremu Puke said watching the pou being carried was ‘‘a very moving
experience’’.
‘‘For us, as a hapu, it’s quite a landmark achievement in terms of reinstating the
history and the relationship of the descendants with those particular sites.’’
The pou, which was designed by Mr Puke and carved by Kihikihi men Sam Roa,
Shane Tamaki and Wayne Clark, was so heavy – three tonnes – it had to be
carried by 46 people.
The pa site is one of many historical Maori landmarks throughout the city.
Other pou would slowly start to appear to mark the pre- and post-European
occupation up to the 1860s.
‘‘It’s all part of a long-term strategy to cover further use of the river walkway
system and create awareness of those sites,’’ Mr Puke said.
The pou initiative was a collaboration between Nga Mana Toopu o Kirikiriroa
trustees and the Hamilton City Council.
The Miropiko Pa pou was unveiled by Hamilton Mayor Bob Simcock, Professor
Ngapare Hopa and Anaru Thompson of Ngati Haua.

