Waikato Times, 1 May 1879
THAMES-WAIKATO RAILWAY: TURNING THE FIRST SOD
Today the ceremony which has been anxiously looked forward to, when Sir George Grey will
turn the 'first sod' of the Thames- Waikato Railway, at this end of the line, comes off on that
portion of the work which passes through the grass paddock near the residence on Mr Claude's
farm, at East Hamilton.
Sir George Grey and the hon. Mr Sheehan left Auckland yesterday afternoon at 3 o'clock by
special train, arriving in the evening at Ngaruawahia where they remained tor the night. From
thence, they proceed to Hamilton early this morning and will be met by the Acting Mayor, the
Councillors of the borough and the reception committee at the Hamilton station at 10.30 a.m.
The ceremony of turning will take place at 11.30, and at 12,30, a public banquet will be given to
Ministers at Pearces' Commercial Hotel, at which both ladies and gentlemen will be present.
There will probably be but little speechmaking on this occasion, as the hour for performing the
ceremony originally intended to take place in the afternoon, has, late last night been fixed for an
earlier hour in the day, in deference to the wish of Ministers who are bound to be in Alexandra
the same day.
All suitable arrangements have been made by the committee for ensuring the successful
carrying out of the undertaking. A fine level grass spot has been chosen, and a piece of ground
about two chains in length roped off, inside which the ceremony will take place. The children of
the Hamilton school will meet on the ground and take up their position inside the ropes, the
general assemblage standing outside. An address will be presented by the Acting Mayor, Richard
Gwynne, Esq. and replied to by Sir George Grey. The barrow and spade have been specially
provided by Mr I. JR. Vialou. No doubt, if the day proves fine, the occasion will be made the
opportunity for a general holiday, and very many besides those of Hamilton will be present. The
construction of a railway between the Thames and Waikato has been a matter of many years'
expectation and hope, and the ceremony which symbolises the actual commencement of the
work is one which cannot but be singularly interesting to this community.

Franklin Times, 21 June 1933
TUAKAU BRIDGE: A MAGNIFICENT STRUCTURE
A MAGNIFICENT STRUCTURE. OPENING THIS WEEK. Toward the end of the week, the magnificent
new ferro-concrete bridge over the Waikato River at Tuakau will be opened to traffic. The tarsealing of the decking has been completed, the approaches have been metalled and rolled, and
workmen are now engaged in applying the finishing touches to the structure.
The new bridge typifies the remarkable progress made in the district "over the river" as it is
colloquially termed, during the last three decades. The old bridge served the district well until it
fell into disrepair a few years ago, the collapsing of one span practically isolating north from
south until repairs were carried out. The six symmetrical spans and the one approach span give
a silhouette which is undoubtedly the most handsome spanning the great, slow-flowing
waterway. The total length of the bridge is in the vicinity of 700 feet, and the six spans referred
to are what is technically known as the bowstring type. Several hundred tons of steel and
cement are contained in the structure, not to mention the large quantities of concrete. The deck
width is 18 feet, and six shelter bays have been provided to protect pedestrians from stock.
To allow for expansion and contraction, a special design was decided on. On each end, the
massive ferro-concrete stringers, on which the bridge is carried, rest on a form of inverted steel
pyramid with free motion, while the others rest on rollers. Each stringer is thus allowed full
room for expansion. The major portion of the cost was provided by the Main Highways Board.
The balance being allocated among the Raglan County Council, the Pukekohe Borough Council
and the Tuakau Town Board.

Waikato Times, 24 August 1875
NEW ADVERTISEMENTS
LAND SALE UNDER "THE NEW ZEALAND SETTLEMENTS ACT, 1863."
TENDER and in pursuance of the powers vested in me as Commissioner
appointed by His Excellency the Governor to carry out the Regulations
for the Sale of Lands taken for settlement under "The New Zealand
Settlements Act, 1853," in the Province of Auckland, I do hereby notify
that the Town, Suburban, and Rural Lands specified in the Schedule
hereunder "will be offered for sale by auction, in accordance with the
said Regulations, at the Waikato Office, Auckland, at noon on
Wednesday, the 1st day of September 1875.

Waikato Times, 9 October 1929
A SPLENDID GIFT.
ANOTHER PUBLIC PARK. AREA IN OPOIA ROAD. SOCIETY TO TAKE CHARGE.
Hamilton's parks and reserves will have a valuable addition as the result of a gift of
the riverfront land on the Claudelands side of the Railway Bridge, which has been
made to the borough by Dr A. S. Brewis and family. Messrs McMullen and Brown
advised Mr W. H. Paul, chairman of the Beautifying Society, that Dr A. S. Brewis and
the members of his family have offered to present to the Borough of Hamilton for
use as a public park a piece of land containing 1 and 3/4 acres, situated in Opoia
Road and bounded by the railway line and the Waikato River.
The donors have requested the Hamilton Borough Council to delegate the
administration of the park to the Beautifying Society, as they feel it could not be
placed in better hands. The donors also wish that no restrictions be placed on the
use of the park by persons desiring to indulge in boating and bathing in the river.
The Government valuation of the property, which is subdivided into seven sections,
is set at £8OO. All the land has been cleared by the donors, preparatory to being
handed over to the Beautifying Society. The land is steep towards the bridge and
nearly flat towards the south. It is already largely used by the children of the
neighbourhood as a playground, and many bathe and have canoes at the shore.
Some exceptionally fine pines add to the picturesque appearance of a naturally
beautiful park.

Waikato Times, 12 October 1929
THE PASSING SHOW - BY "FREE LANCE"
HAMILTON seems to have a better 'public spirit' than new arrivals from other parts
will sometimes give us credit for. Of recent years there have been several gifts from
the living and bequests from the dead to make conditions in the town better. The
latest indication of this public spirit is the gift by Dr Brewis and family of an area of
land on the banks of the Waikato River to be turned into a public park. The area is
eminently suited for the purpose, and its beautification will tend to make the
environs of the river, which are the envy of visitors and our pride, even more
attractive.
Can anything be more useful than to provide these open spaces, where the people of
the town, under delightful conditions, can seek relaxation from business cares and
have their aesthetic tastes developed? The desire of the donors that the
administration of the land shall be delegated to the Beautifying Society will be widely
supported. The excellence of the Society's work is generally recognised, and in its
hands, the public will rest assured that the land will be laid out to the best
advantage.

Waikato Times, 7 January 1922
TENDER TO BUILDERS.
ALTERNATIVE Tenders are invited up till noon on TUESDAY, January 10th,
1922, for the erection of Shops at Hamilton East, in Brick or Concrete. Plans
and specifications on application to Mr P. Le Quesne, Hamilton East.

Waikato Times, 20 August 2008
BIG BOOST FOR TRADITIONAL MAAORI GARDEN.
New Zealand’s first traditional public Maori garden received a timely financial
boost as its first stage was revealed in Hamilton yesterday. The latest
addition to Hamilton Gardens, called Te Parapara, aims to recreate a preEuropean Maori garden setting, with flax bushes, cabbage trees and areas to
grow crops such as kumara and potato. At the opening, Hamilton city
kaumatua Hare Puke said the gardens were a treasure for the city.
Mayor Bob Simcock said the new feature-filled an obvious gap in the line-up
of ethnic-based gardens, such as Indian, Italian and Japanese. ‘‘The gardens
are the premier attraction within the city. This gives people the opportunity
to experience what a traditional Maori garden was like and will only add to
the appeal.’’
Internal Affairs Minister Rick Barker used the occasion, which coincided with
the second anniversary of Te Arikinui King Tuheitia’s coronation, to announce
a $433,000 lotteries grant to the project.
‘This beautiful garden will help to conserve and tell the stories of local hapu.
It will be a major attraction for the people of Hamilton, the Waikato and for
the millions who visit Hamilton Gardens each year.’’ The Maori-themed
garden will cost about $1.3 million, and is expected to be finished by the
middle of next year, Te Parapara Garden Trust chairman Mavora Hamilton
said. ‘The concept for this goes way back. Some people may not think there’s
anything special about these type of gardens because they are so familiar
with them, but it’s time we started to celebrate this part of our country’s
culture,’’ she said.
The trust is holding an open day at the garden on September 4.

Waikato Times, 9 September 1937
PARLIAMENT OPENED: SPEECH BY GOVERNOR-GENERAL
GOVERNMENT'S PROGRAMME OUTLINED COUNTRY'S RETURN TO
PROSPERITY
The facilities provided by the Primary Products Marketing Department have
been extended by the organisation of internal marketing of primary
products. When my Government assumed office, there was a marked
shortage of houses and the problem of housing the people of The
Dominion has occasioned my advisers' much concern. To meet this urgent
need, a department of housing construction has been established under
the control of a Parliamentary under-secretary. The first contracts for State
houses were signed in March this year. Good progress has since been
made, and the work is being rapidly accelerated.

Waikato Times, 23 May 1939
GARDEN SUBURB: HAYES PADDOCK SCHEME MINISTER OF HOUSING'S VISIT CONSIDERED IDEAL SITUATION
"In my opinion, this will be one of the most beautiful residential quarters in the Dominion," stated the Hon. H. T.
Armstrong, Minister of Housing, after visiting Hayes Paddock, the proposed site of a further State housing scheme
in Hamilton. The Minister examined the plans for the area and expressed approval of the scheme, which he
considered would be an asset to the town. He was greatly impressed with many of the private residences in
Hamilton and stated that there appeared to be few spots which were not suitable for either individual sections or
Government units. Mr Armstrong was accompanied by the Director of Housing Construction, Mr A. Tyndall and the
Hamilton borough engineer. Mr R.P. Worley.
Asked when the Hayes Paddock scheme was likely to begin, Mr Tyndall stated that the roading work and
preliminary ground construction would commence at the earliest possible moment. Appreciation of the cooperation received by the department from the borough engineer, the town clerk, Mr W. L. Waddel and the council
generally, in making arrangements for the scheme, was expressed by the Minister.
The easy access Hayes Paddock would have to the town was commented upon by Mr Armstrong. It was proposed
to erect a suspension bridge across the Waikato River, and this would bring the area within five minutes walk of the
business area. Another advantage which the Minister saw in the site was that it was not directly on the main
highway, and thus a great deal of traffic would not pass through the settlement. This would provide added safety
for the children. Speaking of the climatic attraction of Hayes Paddock, Mr Armstrong mentioned the dryness
underfoot. Mr Worley further explained that it was the driest area in Hamilton in that respect. Another fact which
appealed to the Minister was the openness of the country, an important factor in building when as much sun as
possible was desired.
Hayes Paddock, in the opinion of the Minister, presented great possibilities so far as beautifying was concerned.
Judging by what had been done in that respect with other State housing schemes, he imagined the area as
possessing exceptional beauty when it was completed and a place of which the residents might well be proud. In
addition, a fine aspect would be lent the place by the planting of suitable shrubs along the riverbank, and this
matter had been taken into consideration in laying out the garden suburb.
A visit was paid by the party to the Richmond Estate scheme, where a large number of houses are under
construction. Mr Armstrong inspected several of the single and double unit buildings and expressed the opinion
that they were as convenient as any person could desire. The work was proceeding satisfactorily, and he
prophesied the area, presenting an excellent appearance when completed. Although at first there was a general
aversion to double unit houses, the Minister stated that now they were in greater demand than ever, especially
amongst young married couples and their parents. Mr Armstrong commented on the compactness of many of the
houses and stated that they had proved an attraction for tenants in several towns. A great credit to the department
is the group of houses in Frankton already constructed and occupied. These presented a fine sight when visited by
the Ministerial party, and Mr Armstrong was impressed by the upkeep of them and the layout of the gardens. Seven
communal garages were in the course of erection.
The tour concluded with a visit to the factory in Frankton, from which the department obtains a great deal of its
building material. An inspection was made of the works and the process by which certain durable boarding was
constructed.

Waikato Times, 6 November 1918
THE INFLUENZA EPIDEMIC
SERIOUS IN HAMILTON.
PRECAUTIONS AGAINST SPREAD.
THE SCHOOLS CLOSED
The influenza epidemic is assuming rather alarming proportions in Hamilton. The Waikato Hospital is crowded, and it is
impossible to take in any more patients. Ten deaths occurred yesterday.
The medical men view the epidemic as exceedingly serious and recommended that every precaution be taken against its
spread. Upon their advice, it was decided to close the schools until Monday week. During the time the schools are closed, they
will be thoroughly disinfected. Many business staffs are greatly depleted and are carrying on with difficulty.
The medical men urge that people should refrain from congregating in large numbers. Owing to so many of the staff of the
Auckland telegraph office being affected with the complaint, a notice is posted at the Hamilton Post Office urging that only
urgent wires be transmitted through Auckland.
The authorities at the hospital wish to impress upon doctors and intending patients the need to ring up the hospital and
endeavour to make arrangements for admission before going up to the hospital on the chance of getting in. The hospital
being full, there is not much chance of new patients being admitted. Dr Douglas states that if patients attend to the complaint
in time, they can be treated in their own homes. There is no need of hospital treatment unless serious complications ensure.
Visitors to the hospital will not be allowed to enter the wards, owing to the danger of them introducing the complaint among
the patients.
Children under 14 years of age are to be excluded from picture theatres in Auckland. The postponement of many meetings
and entertainments is announced, owing to the Ministerial warning against people assembling in large numbers.
THE DISEASE PROCLAIMED.
A gazette extraordinary proclaims influenza a dangerous infectious disease and gives the authorities the right to exercise sill
the special powers under section 18 of the Public Health Act for the purpose of more effectually checking or preventing the
spread of the disease.
SOME SIMPLE PRECAUTIONS.
(To the Editor.) Sir,— I have received many telephone calls and have been consulted on the streets, etc., in reference to the
present epidemic, and failing a lead from any other direction, I would like to give a few practical hints to the general public
and if possible allay a part of the present unrest in the face of what Is apparently a rather serious problem:
1. I would suggest that a common cold, however mild, should be regarded with suspicion and preventative measures taken.
2. On the first signs of feverishness, the patient be put to bed, given a slop diet, and a doctor called in if available.
3. If patient is put to bed, see that he or she is warmly covered and the room well ventilated.
4. If afflicted yourself and have to cough or sneeze, do not do so in another person's face but cover face or nose with
handkerchief. Also, see that others do not cough or sneeze in your face, as the disease is spread by inhalation.
5. Do not go into crowded or ill-ventilated rooms; public gatherings at present times are best in the open air.
6. In regard to schools, any pupil who shows signs of even an ordinary cold be sent home with advice to put said pupil to bed
till conditions are normal.
7. With regard to adults, don't try to keep pegging along and try to fight it out. Go to bed till you are sure.
8. In the house, keep the windows open, even if you have to keep the fire going a bit more, for remember that both fire and
fresh air are enemies of disease.
9. Remember that an ounce of prevention is worth a pound of cure.
These are a few practical suggestions from a layman engaged in health work and are intended to anticipate a lot more
questions than I can feel are coming. Thank you.
A. P. BENNETT, Health Inspector.

Waikato Times, 11 February 1926
THE GOVERNOR-GENERAL. OFFICIAL VISIT TO HAMILTON. ROUND OF
FUNCTIONS ARRANGED.
Their Excellencies the Governor-General Sir Charles Fergusson and Lady Alice
Fergusson will pay their first official visit to Hamilton on Tuesday, February 23, and
will remain in the town for the two following days.
The following itinerary has been arranged:
Tuesday, February 23 - Met on arrival of train from Rotorua at Hamilton station at
12.44 pm by the Mayor and Mayoress, the Town Clerk, and MP., and master of Lodge
Beta: Vice-Regal party to be accompanied to the Hamilton Hotel for lunch by the
Mayor and Mayoress. 2.25 pm - Leave Hamilton Hotel for the Memorial Park; 2.30
pm - at Memorial Park; address of welcome to be presented to His Excellency by the
Mayor; special invitations to the Early Settlers' Association, Returned Soldiers, Scouts
and Girl Guides Associations, and military authorities to be present. During the
afternoon displays by Boy Scouts and Girl Guides, tea to be provided by Citizens'
Committee. 6.45 pm - Official dinner at Hamilton Hotel. 8.15 pm - Returned Soldiers'
Association will entertain His Excellency; and Mr Bernard Fergusson at a smoke
concert.

Waikato Times, 8 July 1882
Telephonic communication has now been completed between Hamilton
East and West. The instruments, which are beautifully constructed, are the
Edison Bell telephones, and having tried them we can speak with authority
of their efficiency. The new line will be a great boon to residents in Hamilton
East. The communication was affected yesterday.

