Waikato Times, 25 July 1919
DAY BY DAY: MEMORIAL TO THE FALLEN
At the meeting of the Hamilton Beautifying Society on Wednesday, Mr W. H Paul
tabled a suggestion which commended itself to the members and we believe will be
as strongly endorsed by the general public.
The idea to make Kowhai bank into a memorial park in honour of our lads who have
given their lives in the maintenance of our national liberties is a happy and
appropriate one.
The scheme presents no difficulties and, if enthusiastically taken up, should take
concrete form when the present tree planting season closes. The sum required is not
large, and there would, we are sure, be no obstacles placed in the way by the powers
that be. Every local lad who made the great sacrifice would, by the proposed scheme,
be remembered and honoured by the generations yet unborn through the tree
planted as his memorial, and which would be a permanent plate bearing his name
down to posterity.
It is noteworthy also that Kowhai bank is a historic spot. It was the landing place of
that band of gallant pioneers who, on August 2-4, 1864, took up their position on the
advanced frontier line, determined to uphold the mana of the Great White Queen,
carry forward the torch of civilisation, and to extend the scope of benign British rule.
Some of the descendants of those self-same pioneers are included amongst those
who have "gone west," and no more appropriate spot could be found upon which to
commemorate their sacrifice than the spot whereon their progenitors so heroically
stepped forth to face the unknown.

QUESTIONS TO CONSIDER
What does benign mean? Would you say the British were benign?
How did Tainui feel about Maaori being conscripted to the war?
Do you think that some Maaori might have thought about the history of Kowhai
Bank a bit differently? Would this affect support for a memorial?

STANCES

Waikato Times, 21 August 1919
DAY BY DAY: LIVING MEMORIAL TO FALLEN HEROES
The scheme formulated by Mr W. H. Paul to convert Kowhai Bank into a memorial
park to those who gave their lives in 'the cause of liberty and justice' during the
epoch-marking war has appealed strongly to the public imagination. It has been
taken up with a zest and enthusiasm which must ensure its complete realisation.
The result will be that Hamilton and the district will possess a living memorial to their
heroic dead, which will be in every way worthy. It affords a method by which the
name of each soldier who made the supreme sacrifice will be kept in constant
remembrance, while the park and its appointments will be an ever-present reminder
to each succeeding generation of the sacrifice and suffering which their countrymen
had to endure in the momentous years 1914-1918 in order that they might bequeath
unimpaired to posterity what they had themselves inherited as freeborn Britons.
As stated above, the scheme has stirred the public imagination and has been
acclaimed and endorsed by all ranks and stations as simple, suitable and serviceable.
We are sure that there will be no difficulty whatever in raising the necessary funds to
carry out the scheme in all its details. The amount required will not be large, and 'the
memorial park will be something in which every person in the community will
possess a personal interest. It is certain that the tree-planting ceremony to take place
tomorrow afternoon will be largely attended and that there will thereafter be no
looking back until the last detail has been completed.

QUESTIONS TO CONSIDER
Why does the writer think it will be easy to raise the money?
How long after the war is this?
Was he right about future generations using the park?

STANCES

Waikato Times, 17 June 1920
DAY BY DAY: INDIFFERENCE AND WAR MEMORIALS
The Ngaruawahia War Memorial Committee has decided, owing to the apathetic
attitude of the public, to abandon the proposal to erect a monument to the memory
of the soldiers of that district who gave their lives in the Great War, and the money
contributed is to be handed back to the donors, minus a small sum deducted for
contingent expenses.
This is regrettable as it indicates a lack of gratitude for and appreciation of the
sacrifices of those gallant men who died so that others might live. But we fear the
experience of Ngaruawahia will not be uncommon, as many centres are manifesting
waning enthusiasm in this connection, and there is a growing inclination to ignore
our debt to the heroic dead.
The public are prone to make excuses when any appeal is made on behalf of a
memorial scheme; they seem anxious to forget the war and everything connected
with it; and, indeed, it appears probable that the centre which possesses a suitable
war memorial will eventually prove the exception and not the rule. During hostilities
and immediately afterwards, every district loudly proclaimed its determination to
erect such; but how many of those schemes have yet been carried to fruition? And in
how many districts is the appeal for funds for this worthy purpose meeting with the
generous response anticipated...
The amount of money required to carry out the scheme in its entirety is estimated at
in the vicinity of £2000 - certainly not a large amount for a centre like Hamilton. The
park in its present state is certainly a reproach to the people of Hamilton, and it is
one which should be removed as speedily as possible, for the longer the matter is
delayed, the more difficult it will be to carry out. We sincerely hope the experience of
Ngaruawahia will not be that of Hamilton. The scheme, as formulated, is admitted by
all to be an admirable one, and it should still be the ambition of every resident to
carry to full fruition.

QUESTIONS TO CONSIDER
Why does the writer think it is disrespectful not to have a monument?
Why might people have lost interest in building a memorial in Ngaruawahia?

STANCES

Waikato Times, 6 July 1920
SOLDIERS' MEMORIAL PARK: FUNDS WANTED
At last night's meeting of the Hamilton Beautifying Society, it was decided to make a
personal and systematic canvass for funds to enable the Society to proceed with the
work of the Memorial Park.
The Treasurer reported having received cash and promises amounting to £450. The
Society has already expended £150 of their own money on the Park. It will take at
least £2000 to complete the scheme, and the committee are of the opinion that it will
only be necessary to make the personal appeal to secure all the money required.

QUESTIONS TO CONSIDER
Do you think £450 would be a good amount to have fundraiser by 1920?

STANCES

Waikato Times, 15 November 1920
THE UNKNOWN WARRIOR
Thousands of people, including many bereaved children, are filing daily procession
past the cenotaph and the unknown warrior's grave in the Abbey.
It is estimated that 300,000 have visited the Abbey since the burial, and 400,000 the
cenotaph where 25,000 floral tributes have been deposited. A mass of flowers five
feet high surrounds the base. A queue, four deep, extends for a thousand yards,
despite the drizzling rain.

QUESTIONS TO CONSIDER
Who is the Unknown Warrior? Where is he located?
Why would the crowds be so big to visit the grave?
What might this make you think about building a monument in Hamilton?
Where is the New Zealand Unknown Warrior?

STANCES

Waikato Times, 4 February 1921
THE WAR MEMORIAL DISTRIBUTION OF FUNDS:
MEMORIAL THE ESSENTIAL THING.
CENOTAPH TO COME FIRST.
A meeting called for the purpose of discussing a suitable war memorial was held at
the Council Chambers today. Mr W F Mason presided. Mr Northcroft moved that
from the moneys collected, the sum of £2000 at least be devoted to a memorial
before any expenditure be made upon the improvement of Kowhai Park. This was
seconded by the chairman.
Mr Northcroft said that they had to go to the public and tell them whether they were
going to erect a stone memorial to the soldiers or whether they were going to
beautify the park. Mr MacDiarmid thought that they were all agreed that the funds
were to benefit the scheme, which had for its object the erection of a memorial to
the soldiers. That was their primary object. The park was more or less a secondary
consideration.
The chairman said that primarily the memorial was the essential thing, although the
park would benefit. Mr Worsley pointed out that at a previous meeting, he had
moved a resolution that the two schemes should be combined. It was a pity that the
memorial park and the cenotaph committees should be antagonistic to one another.
He asked that if all the money were spent on the cenotaph, where was the park
coming in? Mr Northcroft said that the public should be definitely informed in which
manner their money was to be expended - whether it should go to the park or the
memorial. Mr McDiarmid thought that the effort should be combined. Mr Worsley
thought that the park should benefit to some extent.
The chairman said that at least the sum of £2000 would have to be devoted to a
memorial. They would collect much more than that. If they could only collect £2000
as the sum total of their patriotism, then they would be a miserable community. Mr
Northcrofl’s motion was carried. Mr Northcroft moved that the Designs Committee
make a report of the amount of money available. This was seconded by Mr Shaw and
carried.

QUESTIONS TO CONSIDER
Do you agree that failing to raise £2000 would mean a 'miserable community'?
Why do you think it was a problem that the park and the memorial were
different projects? Should they have been combined?

STANCES

Waikato Times, 9 April 1921
WAR MEMORIAL: THE CENOTAPH PROPOSAL.
APPEAL POSTPONED.
A meeting was held at the Borough Chambers yesterday to consider further the
proposed campaign for raising funds for a memorial cenotaph scheme for Hamilton.
The meeting was attended by Messrs J R Fow (Mayor), W H Paul, W H Worsley, H H
Shaw and E H Northcroft. The subject was given a general discussion, the situation in
regard to money matters at the present time being outlined by the different
speakers.
Eventually, it was decided on the motion of the Mayor, seconded by Mr Worsley, that
the matter of the memorial cenotaph scheme be held over until such time as the
financial outlook brightened.
This temporary staying of movement in regard to the cenotaph scheme does not
affect the memorial park extension at Kowhai Bank. The Beautifying Society, if it
considers it advisable, will go on with the work of completing the park along the lines
originally contemplated.

QUESTIONS TO CONSIDER
Why might the council have postponed asking the public for donations to build
the cenotaph?
What do you think is more critical - finishing the park or getting the cenotaph
built?

STANCES

Waikato Times, 11 March 1922
THE PASSING SHOW
I am pleased that the Hamilton Beautifying Society has decided to push forward the
Soldier Memorial Park scheme, and I hope the people of Hamilton and the district
will rise to the occasion and determine to carry out the proposal in its entirety.
As I pointed out previously, many other centres of far less importance than Hamilton
possess their memorial to the soldier lads who went from among their people to
uphold the honour and cause of the Empire, but Hamilton so far has done nothing
worthwhile. Many proposals have been put forward, but the Soldiers’ Park is the only
one upon which anything has been attempted, and what has been accomplished
there has not been done by community effort but by a band of enthusiastic men
zealous of good works.
he scheme as originally outlined will cost, it is estimated, about £2500 at the outside,
and for that, Hamilton will possess a memorial to every one of her departed brave,
set in such surroundings that future generations will not be able to forget them.
With a little enthusiasm and gratitude on the part of those who derived benefit from
the sacrifice of the departed, the thing can be done. Will not Hamiltonians determine
to see the thing through?

QUESTIONS TO CONSIDER
Who are the 'enthusiastic men zealous of good works'?
Were they only men?
How much would £2500 in 1922 be worth today?

STANCES

Waikato Times, 21 April 1922
SOLDIERS’ MEMORIAL: THE PARK SCHEME.
PUBLIC MEETING TO BE HELD. APATHY DEPLORED.
Hamilton is one of the few towns that does not possess a suitable memorial to the
soldiers who fought and gave their lives during the great war. Meetings have been
held from time to time to discuss the erection of one, and it was decided at one large
conference on the matter to raise a sum of money to erect a memorial of a nonutilitarian character. Since that time, however, little or nothing has been done.
A meeting of a few enthusiasts was held at the Borough Chambers yesterday
afternoon, under the chairmanship of the Mayor (Mr J R Fow), where public apathy in
the matter was very much regretted. Mr Worsley mentioned that at present, the only
thing in the way of a memorial to the soldiers was the memorial park, but there was
no fund for the upkeep of this, and the Beautifying Society, which was anything but a
wealthy body, held many financial responsibilities apart from this.
It was mentioned that almost every town of any size, and many places smaller than
Hamilton, had permanent war memorials, and it was certainly not to Hamilton's
credit to be behind other places in this respect. It was considered that the town must
do something. It was decided to hold a public meeting on Monday, May 1st, to
inaugurate a campaign for the purpose.

QUESTIONS TO CONSIDER
What does apathy mean?
How does the writer feel about the fact that other places in New Zealand have
permanent war memorials?
Why might people feel apathetic?

STANCES

Waikato Times, 2 May 1922
SOLDIERS' MEMORIAL: HAMILTON'S APATHY
The small attendance at the public meeting called by His Worship the Mayor (Mr J. R.
Fow) at the Hamilton Town Hall last night to consider the question of erecting a
suitable war memorial in the town would almost indicate (but for the fact that apathy
in public matters in Hamilton is usual) that the people of Hamilton did not want such
a memorial. There were only about 20 persons present, and the meeting
consequently adjourned to the Council Chambers...
Mr W. H. Worsley said the question they had to decide was whether the time was
opportune to proceed with the proposal originally decided on. It seemed to the
speaker that things were too bad to go in for an ambitious scheme, but he thought
some definite decision should be come to. He felt that if the scheme was gone on
with, it would be sympathetically received by the public…
Dr H Douglas felt sure the people of Hamilton would like the privilege of doing
honour to the boys who fell. The monument should not be showy but should be
something solemn and dignified. The speaker mentioned that he was at Raglan the
previous day, where he was struck with the simplicity and dignity of the monument
unveiled there, which was the work of Messrs Warren and Blychenden. The speaker
said that when standing in the Memorial Park on Anzac Day, he felt that the trees
planted to the memory of the boys who had fallen in a foreign land were a living and
growing reminder, as though the bodies of the boys themselves were actually buried
beneath. He felt that a permanent memorial erected there would further sanctify the
atmosphere...
Mr E H Northcroft believed that an antipathetic feeling to everything relating to the
war had grown up. It was this rather than the financial stringency that was the
obstacle to the raising of funds for memorials. If a monument were erected, it should
be an inspiration to future generations. The speaker said he would not like to
disparage the work of the Beautifying Society, but he thought it would be a mistake
to couple the Memorial Park and the monument. People had a right to know which
fund they were being asked to contribute to. As the town grew, the upkeep of the
park would become easier. He thought the greatest effort should be made to gather
in as much money as possible and erect the most appropriate memorial.

QUESTIONS TO CONSIDER
What does antipathetic mean?
Do you agree that this might have been a more significant issue than cost?
What does 'sanctify the atmosphere' mean?
What do you think a war memorial should look like?

STANCES

Waikato Times, 5 May 1922
WAR MEMORIAL FUNDS: WHERE SHOULD THEY GO?
The members of the Waikato Returned Soldiers' Association at last night's annual
meeting, gave some further consideration to the question of the most fitting manner
in which the public fund, of which there is about £2500, at present held in trust by
the Citizens' Committee, should be devoted in order to commemorate the deeds of
those who participated in the Great War.
Several proposals were placed before the meeting and debated, but the only tangible
decision of the meeting was that it did not desire the money to go into the erection
of a soldiers' club...
As the outcome of the Anzac Day celebrations, a public meeting had been held, and
the question of a memorial monument discussed and decided on. That night an
expression of opinion was wished from the soldiers as to whether they would favour
the money in hand and the sum to be collected in fulfilment of promises given, being
devoted to the erection of a monument at Memorial Park. The speaker traversed the
reasons why he considered a soldiers' club was out of the question and placed his
arguments against other schemes which had previously come before the Association
for consideration. The memorial, as suggested, would permanently perpetuate the
memory of their dead comrades, and these inspirations and ideals should be
zealously safeguarded. The speaker moved, "That in the opinion of the meeting, the
soldiers' club is not now required, and the money subscribed should be applied to
the erection of a monument."
Mr H. C. Norris was not in favour of such a sum being “tied up in a block of stone.”
What he favoured was that the money should be devoted towards a memorial
scholarship open to the direct descendants of men who fought. That would keep the
memory of their dead comrades more green than a monument, which was apt to be
forgotten by the people who saw it every day. He moved an amendment to the effect
that the principle be affirmed that 'a soldiers’ club was not a desirable object to
which to devote the funds.

QUESTIONS TO CONSIDER
Do the returned soldiers agree with each other? Why might that be?
What did Mr Norris want to do with the money? Why?

STANCES

Waikato Times, 13 January 1923
THE PASSING SHOW.
I think Hamiltonians are fully seized of the beauty of the Soldiers' Memorial Park. In
company with a visitor from the South, I recently strolled along its winding paths, and
my friend was greatly impressed with the surroundings. The idea of a 'living
memorial to a dead hero' commended itself to him, and he considered nothing could
be more appropriate. It is worthy of note that a similar idea is being adopted in
various parts of the Continent of Europe, and in a recent issue of the London Times,
it was recorded that in an Essex village, the inhabitants have planted memorials in
oak of their departed braves.
Seeing that Hamilton's scheme has now been inaugurated for several years, is it not
possible that it is Hamilton's lead that is being followed and that to the present
president of the Hamilton Beautifying Society belongs the honour of the inception of
a scheme of remembrance which commends itself to a large number in other lands.
But beautiful, as the Memorial Park at Hamilton undoubtedly is, Free Lance would
again emphasise that only a part of the scheme has so far been inaugurated. The
original proposal included worthy entrance gates, a concrete balustrade along the
road frontage, steps to the river, a band rotunda, fountains, and other appointments.
Meetings have been held and resolutions passed, but it does not appear to be
anybody's duty to see that those resolutions are put into effect.
The Beautifying Society has carried out its part of the work in a manner that has won
for it the highest encomiums. Cannot it not now exert the necessary pressure on the
ruling bodies to induce them to carry out their part? It is over four years since the
guns ceased to roar, and it is not complimentary to Hamiltonians that their memorial
is still among the things that are to be.

QUESTIONS TO CONSIDER
Why might the writer think it is such a big deal that towns in the UK have been
copying what was done in Hamilton?
How does the writer feel about the fact that there is no memorial after four
years?
Do you think the park was enough without a cenotaph memorial?

STANCES

Waikato Times, 19 June 1925
TENDERS FOR CENOTAPH.
Although the architect who prepared the plans for the cenotaph, which is to be
erected at Memorial Park, estimated that the undertaking could be carried out for
£1600, the lowest tender received was £500 in excess of the estimate.
With a view to discussing the matter, a meeting of the memorial committee over
which Mr A. E. Manning presided was held yesterday afternoon. Other members
present were: Messrs. W M Paul, J H Hammond, S Sims, T Y Lusk, D G Pountney, and
A Beuth (secretary). The architect (Mr H A Westerholm of Napier) was represented by
Mr H L Whyte of Hamilton. A number of apologies for nonattendance were received.
It was pointed out that the specifications provided that the cenotaph be constructed
in granite and that a tender for £1800, which had been submitted by a Hamilton
contractor, had been the lowest price. This tender, however, had now been
withdrawn, the next lowest being £2,100.
Mr T Y Lusk thought that the price could be reduced by building the lower portion of
the cenotaph in Port Chalmers stone and by utilising Sydney sandstone for the upper
part instead of granite as had been specified. He considered that granite looked
superior if axed-faced instead of polished, for which he understood the specifications
called. Mr W Paul said that the architect had suggested that the committee should go
in for some other material as outlined by Mr Lusk.

QUESTIONS TO CONSIDER
What is a tender?
Why was it a big deal that the lowest tender was so expensive?
After six years of waiting for the cenotaph to be built, how would you feel about
this news?

STANCES

